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1. Proposed giant digital, lit billboard at Conway interchange 

Using a process that requires minimal review, Pacific Outdoor Advertising is seeking a 

permit from Skagit County to erect a 40-foot tall, 10-foot wide by 30-foot long (300 square 

feet total), 2-sided/faced “static electronic billboard” sign at the southeast corner of the 

Conway I-5 interchange. Picture descending Starbird Hill on I-5 and having your attention 

grabbed by this brightly lit, digital sign. As Skagit Audubon members know, the fields in that 

vicinity host many wintering Trumpeter and Tundra Swans and sometimes Snow Geese. The 

swans transit from or through there at least twice a day between their foraging grounds and 

night roost sites passing close to or right over the proposed location for this giant sign. 

Comments are due to Skagit County Planning & Development Services by 4:30 p.m. on 

February 17th, the end of a quick 15-day comment period. Here is the little bit of information 

the county is providing: : MITIGATED DETERMINATION OF NONSIGNIFICANCE 

(MDNS) (skagitcounty.net) 

 

2. 2023 State Legislative Priorities for Audubon Washington 

The Washington State legislative session began January 9 and is well underway. You can 

check the progress of Audubon Washington’s priority bills at Bill Tracker: 2023 Legislative 

Session | Audubon Washington and find suggestions for how you can voice your opinion 

using the Washington Legislature’s website (Legislature Home (wa.gov)). Also see previous 

Conservation Notes (https://skagitaudubon.org/conservation/notes) and Conservation Reports 

in the Skagit Flyer newsletter (https://skagitaudubon.org/conservation/essays). When a bill is 

in a committee on which one of your two representatives or your senator is serving, it can be 

particularly helpful to use the legislative website before the committee hears the bill to 

indicate whether you are for or against it. You can also choose to submit written or oral 

testimony to the committee in person or via Zoom. 

 

Audubon Washington succinctly states its policy priorities for the session in a one-page 

information sheet you can read at 

2023_audubon_legislative_priorities_one_pager_12.2022_0.pdf.  See earlier Conservation 

Notes for more details and for information about the overlapping Environmental Priorities 

Coalition (EPC) focus areas. 

 

Please note that next week the EPC will be providing training and arranging 15-minute 

appointments to meet with your state elected officials in support of these priorities: About — 

Environmental Lobby Days. The registration deadline to participate is 9:00 a.m. on February 

10th. (Lobby for Environmental Health and Justice in 2023 (google.com)) 

 

 

Other issues Skagit Audubon is following 

 
1. Managing the East-90 for multiple uses and to protect short-eared owls 

Most of you know that the popularity of the East-90 near Edison with wildlife photographers 

eager to get their very own photo of a short-eared owl has exploded this winter. Besides the 

https://www.skagitcounty.net/PlanningAndPermit/Documents/notices2023/February/pacificoutdoor.kevinc.02.03.23.pdf
https://www.skagitcounty.net/PlanningAndPermit/Documents/notices2023/February/pacificoutdoor.kevinc.02.03.23.pdf
https://wa.audubon.org/get-involved/bill-tracker-2023-legislative-session
https://wa.audubon.org/get-involved/bill-tracker-2023-legislative-session
https://leg.wa.gov/
https://skagitaudubon.org/conservation/notes
https://skagitaudubon.org/conservation/essays
https://wa.audubon.org/sites/default/files/static_pages/attachments/2023_audubon_legislative_priorities_one_pager_12.2022_0.pdf?ms=aud-email-engagement_(wa)_2022_12_22_december_newsletter&utm_source=ea&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=engagement_(wa)_2022_12_22_december_newsletter
https://www.environmentallobbyday.com/about
https://www.environmentallobbyday.com/about
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd1LXh4pwVpm_nZwC6zq2L-rAmxCvwvZJCPstqNB71gGxI-FA/viewform
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hazards posed by so many vehicles parked along the road and, apparently, some adverse 

interactions among hunters, bird photographers, and birders, concern has grown that people’s 

behavior has been detrimental to the birds. We can only hope that Skagit Audubon members 

have presented a good example and, true to our group’s mission, put the protection of the 

birds first. 

 

Thanks to Skagit Audubon Vice President John Farnsworth for bringing this Seattle Audubon 

blog post to our group’s attention: Tension Over Owls Impacts 'East 90' Access - Seattle 

Audubon.  The post has links to Washington Department of Fish & Wildlife (WDFW) rules 

for sharing the area. Contrary to a statement towards the end of the post, the East-90 is public 

rather than private property. Former farmland, WDFW bought it some years ago, and Skagit 

Audubon provided a letter of support with the County Hearing Examiner for taking the land 

out of agricultural production and doing habitat restoration. Yes, special permission is 

required in Skagit County any time habitat restoration is proposed for once-farmed land, even 

marginal agricultural property such as the East-90. It appears that the WDFW rule that non-

hunters must stay out of the field will end with the close of hunting season. We hope that 

even after that photographers and birders will stay at the road and let the short-eared owls 

live their lives in peace. 
 

2. Skagit County Shoreline Master Program 

Word has come that Skagit County Planning & Development Services will be applying for a 

Washington Department of Ecology (DOE) grant in the first half of this year to study how to 

consider climate effects such as sea level rise in the county Shoreline Master Program 

(SMP). The draft SMP, the first thorough rewrite in Skagit County since the voters adopted 

the Shoreline Management Act in 1971, is currently being reviewed by DOE, to be followed 

by a comment period and public hearing. Current state law does not require SMPs to address 

the effects of climate change, but some counties have wisely chosen to do so anyway. We are 

optimistic that a bill (HB1181 & SB5203) currently under consideration in the state 

legislature will make addressing climate change a requirement. In the meanwhile, once 

approved the SMP will not have to be revised for eight years. Climate change is not going to 

wait. We will urge Skagit County to amend its SMP before eight years pass.  

 
3. Proposed Road across the Pumice Plain in Mount Saint Helens National Monument  

In January 2020, Skagit Audubon added its name to a scoping comment letter concerning the 

U.S. Forest Service proposal to build a 3-mile road across the Pumice Plain in Mount Saint 

Helens National Volcanic Monument. The stated purpose for the road was to transport people 

and equipment to Spirit Like to manage the lake’s water level and minimize risk of a 

catastrophic outbreak flood. The road would cut across multiple long-term scientific study 

plots dating to shortly after the mountain’s 1980 eruption. Vancouver Audubon asked our 

chapter and others in Washington to join in the effort to protect the integrity of these plots 

and associated research projects, arguing that alternatives were available for getting people 

and equipment to the lake without building a road. When the Forest Service decided to go 

ahead with the road building, Skagit Audubon, in a split vote, again joined other 

organizations in filing an objection. 

 

https://seattleaudubon.org/2023/01/28/tenson-over-owls-impacts-east-90-access/
https://seattleaudubon.org/2023/01/28/tenson-over-owls-impacts-east-90-access/
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The latest development in this issue is that the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals will not 

hear the case, and, thus, the Forest Service decision stands, and the road will be built. The 

following article from Washington Native Plant Society, another of the plaintiffs, gives more 

detail: Lawsuit Fails; Forest Service Will Begin Pumice Plain Road Construction - WNPS 

Blog - Botanical Rambles 

 

4. Tongass National Forest and the Roadless Rule 

The press recently reported that the Biden administration has reinstated the protections on 

nine million acres of Southwest Alaska’s Tongass National Forest which the previous 

administration had sought to remove. This significant portion of the 16.7 million acre forest, 

largest in the National Forest System, was protected and is again protected under the 

Roadless Rule (the Forest Service 2001 Roadless Area Conservation Rule). The Tongass is 

of global significance as the world’s largest temperate rain forest and in locking up a large 

amount of carbon. Administratively, the recent decision is important for Washington State in 

that about two million U.S. Forest Service acres here are also protected from road-building 

and other development under the Roadless Rule. Removing the protection of the Roadless 

Rule on the Tongass would have set a precedent for doing the same elsewhere in the National 

Forest System. This is why Skagit Audubon joined other organizations during the previous 

federal administration to oppose exempting those nine million acres of the Tongass from this 

rule which is so important to protecting wildlife habitat and keeping carbon locked. 

 

Issues Needing Action 

Audubon members can advocate for regional and national protection of birds and other 

wildlife and their habitat by responding to action alerts from Washington Audubon and 

National Audubon. Enroll in Audubon Washington’s Action Network at Join Our Action 

Network | Audubon Washington (overwrite with your name and address). The National 

Audubon website (Advocacy & Action | Audubon) has abundant information on Audubon’s 

numerous current conservation campaigns. Sign up there to receive national alerts (Join Our 

Action Network | Audubon). Also see the Audubon Washington blog for information about a 

variety of interesting and important issues: AuduBlog | Audubon Washington. 

https://www.wnps.org/index.php?option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=430
https://www.wnps.org/index.php?option=com_easyblog&view=entry&id=430
https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/JGKjknsVTUKMSr4BoP2Nvw2
https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/JGKjknsVTUKMSr4BoP2Nvw2
https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/_6F7AOVc8UKM6RqsqfIfbw2?_gl=1%2Aha7nd8%2A_ga%2AMTM4Mzk4MTUwOS4xNjY2MjM4NzMy%2A_ga_X2XNL2MWTT%2AMTY2NzI3MjQ2MC42LjEuMTY2NzI3MzM2NC4xOS4wLjA.
https://act.audubon.org/onlineactions/_6F7AOVc8UKM6RqsqfIfbw2?_gl=1%2Aha7nd8%2A_ga%2AMTM4Mzk4MTUwOS4xNjY2MjM4NzMy%2A_ga_X2XNL2MWTT%2AMTY2NzI3MjQ2MC42LjEuMTY2NzI3MzM2NC4xOS4wLjA.
https://wa.audubon.org/landing/audublog

