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The first three items below were on the agenda for the October 4, 2022, Skagit Audubon board 

meeting. 

 

1. Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission’s “Greenfield” Sites 

Last month, just in time for the Conservation Report written for the October Skagit Flyer to be 

out of date, the state’s Commercial Aviation Coordination Commission (CACC) met September 

23rd and decided to drop the two Skagit County sites from its list of ten potential locations for a 

new Sea-Tac scale airport. The CACC also dropped other sites at this meeting, leaving one in 

Thurston County and two in Pierce County. The CACC will whittle this list of three down to 

one later this year. We will want to hear from Audubon chapters in Thurston and Pierce 

Counties as to whether they need support on this issue. 

The Skagit Valley Herald on September 23, 2022, covered the dropping of the Skagit sites:  : 

Skagit County no longer being considered for a commercial aiport | Agriculture | goskagit.com  

 For information about the CACC: Commercial Aviation Coordinating Commission | WSDOT 

(wa.gov). 

Skagit Audubon submitted a detailed comment letter to the CACC on August 13th objecting to 

Skagit Flats and Samish Flats being on the list of ten places with potential for large airport 

development. In objecting, we were joining numerous other organizations and individuals in 

Skagit County and beyond. 

 

2. Grip Road Proposed Gravel Mine  

The long-running saga of this large gravel mine proposed for very close to the Samish River is 

described in detail in a just-released Skagit Scoop blog post: Anatomy of a Zombie Permit: the 

proposed Grip Road Gravel Mine, six years and counting - Skagit Scoop. Many of the concerns 

with this project relate to safety hazards posed by frequent heavy truck traffic on rural roads, but 

there are also significant environmental concerns which have not been adequately addressed 

including potential adverse impacts to water quality, wildlife habitat, wetlands, etc. Skagit Land 

Trust’s Tope Ryan Conservation Area lies downstream of the proposed mine site. The Skagit 

County Hearing Examiner has finished the multi-day hearing of the appeal of the county’s 

permit for this project. Next comes the Examiner’s decision. 

 

See the Central Samish Valley Neighbors website for more information and suggestions of how 

you can help (Central Samish Valley Neighbors (wordpress.com). 

 

3. Washington Department of Natural Resources Carbon Project 

As mentioned in earlier Conservation Notes, on July 22nd the Washington State Supreme Court 

ruled that the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) is not obligated to maximize revenue nor 

to do so through timber cutting alone. As Washington Conservation Voters stated in a July 22nd 

email: “… this opinion provides the broader legal interpretation we sought: confirmation that 

the state can manage public forests for multiple benefits and is not required to maximize 

revenue above all other objectives.” 
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Among the multiple benefits for which conservation groups have been urging DNR to manage 

state trust lands is carbon sequestration, leaving trees standing to lock up carbon. The 

department recently issued a SEPA checklist (State Environmental Policy Act) and a 

Determination of Non-Significance (i.e. no adverse environmental impact) for a project to defer 

logging on 10,000 state trust land acres in western Washington and to sell carbon credits to 

generate revenue for the trust fund beneficiaries. Information about this proposal including the 

Threshold Determination and SEPA Checklist is on DNR’s website at: 

https://www.dnr.wa.gov/carbon-project.  

 

DNR has not yet specified which lands will be in the program, but the idea is to enter into one 

or more leases during 2023 or 2024 with each lease expected to have a 40-year duration, 

although the actual duration of each lease will be determined individually. 

 

As stated on page 5 of the SEPA checklist: “… the purpose of the proposal is to lease forested 

state trust lands for carbon storage and sequestration, offsetting emissions of greenhouse gases 

from other sources not associated with the proposal.” 

 

Here’s is DNR’s summary of the plan:  

“DNR is proposing a forest carbon project on operable forested state trust lands in 

western Washington. The term ‘operable’ in this checklist means areas that could 

currently receive an even-aged timber harvest under current DNR policies, state laws, 

and federal laws. The project would involve setting aside approximately 10,000 operable 

acres of forested state trust lands and generating revenue through the sale of carbon 

credits rather than through timber harvests. DNR is proposing to choose forest areas that 

have high conservation value; for example, areas that have important characteristics 

relevant to biodiversity and species’ habitat, ecosystem health, watershed resilience, 

cultural significance, and community subsistence. Specifically, DNR will seek to 

identify forest parcels that have these values and where these values might not be 

maintained or enhanced in the context of timber harvest. It is DNR’s goal to 

simultaneously protect these important forest areas and conservation values, mitigate 

climate change through increased carbon storage and continued sequestration, and 

generate revenue for DNR’s trust beneficiaries through the sale of carbon credits. The 

parcels will be selected from DNR-managed forested state trust lands in western 

Washington.” (SEPA, p.3) 

 

“Parcels considered for inclusion in the proposal are likely to be areas of second- and 

third-growth forest that have regrown after past logging activity. Because of the 

proposal objective to focus on conserving areas of high ecological value, many parcels 

are likely to have naturally regenerated after being logged several decades ago, although 

some may have been replanted.” (SEPA, p.13) 

 

Washington Environmental Council applauded the plan but added:  

“However, there is more to learn about this new project as information is made public— 

including the specific areas are included, project methodology, and how DNR will 

engage interested stakeholders. These details will be critical to understand the project’s 
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impact and whether it is responsive to the concerns of the public regarding logging of 

older forests. It is also important to keep the bigger picture in view: this 10,000 acre 

project accounts for 0.5% of the 2.1 million acres of forests managed by DNR. We see a 

significant opportunity for DNR to position this project as a first step towards 

broader management for climate change mitigation and adaptation across state 

trust lands.” 

 

This plan is relevant to Skagit Audubon in that there are extensive DNR Trust Lands in Skagit 

County which are important habitat for species such as the Marbled Murrelet and Spotted Owl. 

Skagit County has been very active in contesting DNR’s management of these Trust Lands. The 

county has not yet taken a public stance on the idea of removing acreage from timber harvest to 

sequester carbon and generate revenue by selling carbon credits. Skagit County itself and 

certain public institutions in Skagit County receive timber revenue from the Trust Lands. The 

county’s elected officials also put a very high value on maintaining jobs in the timber harvest 

industry. 

 

On October 4th, the Skagit Audubon board voted all in favor to support DNR’s plan. 

 

DNR is accepting comments on the plan until 5:00 p.m. on October 12, 2022. 

“Comments should be submitted online at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7YMQ6CH or 

P.O. Box 47015, Olympia, Washington 98504-7015 for distribution to the responsible official. 

Please do not email comments.” 

 

Other Issues of Interest to Skagit Audubon 

 
1. Reforming Washington State Forest Policy 

Sam Merrill, Conservation Chair for Black Hills Audubon in Thurston County alerted 

Washington Audubon chapters to an initiative underway to significantly reform how the 

Department of Natural Resources manages forest lands and how the department is overseen. 

This is a project of the Washington State Lands Working Group in the Pacific Northwest Forest 

Climate Alliance. Black Hills Audubon is among the many conservation groups belonging to 

the Alliance. The group’s call to action is a clear exposition of common sense reforms, which 

will be the subject of legislation introduced in the upcoming session in Olympia: Washington 

Forests for “All the People”: A Call to Action - Google Docs . 

 

Sam Merrill also mentioned that Black Hills Audubon is supporting legislation, “… requiring 

DNR to respect and consult with local jurisdictions on critical habitat areas before the issuing of 

permits for the cutting of private forests on over 20 acres.”  As Sam mentions, Skagit Audubon 

proposed a resolution to the Washington State Audubon Conservation Committee in 2015   

(”Requesting Washington State Legislative Reform in the Regulation of Urban Forest Practices 

“). WSACC approved the resolution, and there were several meetings with state legislators 

before the 2016 session, but no bill advanced. Now, Sam reports, Olympia City Council 

member Lisa Parshley, who serves on a relevant statewide committee, is taking up the issue. 

 

Next Month 
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Information should be available in November’s Conservation Notes describing the priorities of 

Audubon Washington and the Environmental Priorities Coalition, of which Audubon 

Washington is a member, for the 2023 state legislative session. The session will run January 9 

to April 23, 2023. It will be a biennial budget-writing year; hence a long session. 

 

For other issues Skagit Audubon has followed or is currently tracking, see earlier Conservation 

Notes on the Skagit Audubon website: Skagit Audubon Society - Home under the Conservation 

tab at the top of the page. 

 

Issues Needing Action: 

Audubon members can advocate for regional and national protection of birds and other wildlife 

and their habitat by responding to action alerts from Washington Audubon and National 

Audubon. Enroll in Audubon Washington’s Action Network at Join Our Action Network | 

Audubon Washington (overwrite with your name and address). The National Audubon website 

(Advocacy & Action | Audubon) has abundant information on Audubon’s numerous current 

conservation campaigns. Sign up there to receive national alerts. Also see the Audubon 

Washington blog for information about a variety of interesting and important issues: AuduBlog | 

Audubon Washington. 
 

 

 

 


