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By Libby Mills 

About the field trips 
Beginning birders and friends 
are always welcome on Skagit 
Audubon field trips. Member-
ship in Skagit Audubon is 
encouraged but not required for 
participation. Please be 
prepared for the weather with 
suitable clothing, and bring 
field guides, binoculars, and 
spotting scopes. Carpool when-
ever possible and contribute to 
the driver’s expense. Watch the 
email reminders for the latest 
information, including any 
changes and/or additions to the 
field trip schedule. To be added 
to the email distribution list 
contact Libby Mills: 
libbymills@gmail.com 
If you plan to join a field trip 
some place other than the 
described starting point, call 
the trip leader the day before to 
ensure a successful rendezvous. 
Trip plans may change. 
 

Saturday, May 3 
Minkler Flats, Cockreham 
Island, and Rasar Park 
7:30 to Lunchtime 
May says "Migration" and Gary 
Bletsch will lead us in the areas 
most productive for finding 
songbirds and others near the 
Lyman-Hamilton section of the  
Skagit.  Tune up your ears with  
 

Field Trips continue on page 6 

 

Understanding Shorebirds:  

The Miracle of Migration  

By Tim Boyer, Photographer 
 

         Tuesday, May 13, 2014 

          7:00 Social; 7:30 Program 

         Padilla Bay Interpretive Center 

         10441 Bayview-Edison Road 

          Mt. Vernon, Washington  
 

                              Dunlins in Flight 

                            Photo by Tim Boyer 
      

This program looks at the epic migrations of shorebirds, 
focusing on eight of the thirty-eight common shorebirds found 
in Washington. We explore the trans-ocean migration of Bar-
tailed Godwits, Pacific Golden-Plovers, Sanderlings and other 
birds that cross the majority of the Pacific Ocean. Topics such 
as where they migrate, why they migrate and how they are able 
to travel so far are covered. These global migrants require 
global conservation and climate change solutions. In an effort 
to understand their remarkable journeys we need to look 
beyond the North American borders and see where shorebirds 
spend most of their lives.  
 

Tim Boyer is a professional nature photographer with a 
primary focus on the birds of North America. Shorebirds are 
his favorite group of birds, and he spends a lot of weekends on 
the Washington Coast. Tim sells fine art prints at art festivals 
in Washington and Oregon, and leads photography workshops 
throughout the year. 
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Board of Directors 
OFFICERS 
President: Phil Wright 
 plwright@comcast.net 

360-299-8212 
Vice President: VACANT  
Secretary: Mark Perry 
 runningspring3305@yahoo.com 
Treasurer: Wendy Walker 
 wendy-walk@comcast.net 
 360-757-0539 
Past President: Tim Manns 

bctm@fidalgo.net 
 360-336-8753 
COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
Conservation: Tim Manns 

bctm@fidalgo.net 
 360-336-8753 
Education: Jean Ashby & Sheila Pera 

jeanash66@gmail.com 
Field Trips: Libby Mills 
 libbymills@gmail.com 
 360-757-4139 
Hikes: Joan Melcher 
 jdmelcher@comcast.net 
 360-424-0407 
Bird Sightings: Pam Pritzl 
 ppritzl@frontier.com 
 360-387-7024 
Membership: Sheila Pera 

skagitmembers@gmail.com 
Program Chair: Alice Turner 
 alicet2@msn.com 
Publications: Jackie Boss 
 jackieaboss@yahoo.com 
 360-299-8067 
Newsletter Distributor: Barbara Craner 

craner2@frontier.com 
360-445-3118 

REPRESENTATIVES  
 Ivar Dolph 
 pidolph@frontier.com 

Bob Kuntz 
annebobkuntz@gmail.com 
Irene Perry 
irene.perry@yahoo.com 

  Pam Pritzl 

 ppritzl@frontier.com 
Hospitality: Nancy Olsen 
 neolsen@wavecable.com 
Webmaster: Ron Pera 
      skagitaudubon@gmail.com 
 
 

 

Dunlin in Summer 
Plumage 

 

Photo by Ron Holmes 

 
MEMBERSHIP/SUBSCRIPTIONS 

General membership meetings of the Skagit Audubon Society are held at the Padilla Bay 
Interpretive Center, 1043 Bayview-Edison Rd., Mt. Vernon, WA—7:00 PM Social/ 7:30 PM 
Program—on the second Tuesday of each month, September through June. The board of directors 
meets at the same location at 7:00 PM on the first Tuesday of each month.  

Skagit Audubon Society (SAS) membership provides a local chapter affiliation and newsletter, 
The Flyer, for individuals who want all their funds to benefit their local chapter. Newsletters from 
additional chapters can be sought by contacting their websites and membership chairs from links at 
www.audubon.org/states/wa/ .To join Skagit Audubon Society please use the form below.  

National Audubon Society (NAS) membership is separate from SAS membership and includes 
Audubon magazine. National Audubon membership does not provide Skagit Audubon membership; 
however, NAS will assign you an affiliation with a local chapter. To change your chapter assignment 
call 800-274-4201. To join National Audubon Society use the form below.  

Skagit  Audubon Society is a Chapter of the National Audubon Society. Our mission 
is to conserve and restore natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife and their habitats for 
the benefit of humanity and the earth’s biological diversity.  

Skagit Audubon Society Membership Form  

Annual membership in the Skagit Audubon Society includes 10 issues of our newsletter, The Skagit 
Flyer, available on our website . Membership includes all members of your household.   

$20 one (1) year  $40 two (2) years 

I wish to donate $__________ to Skagit Audubon Society. 

Name____________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________ 

City/State____________________________ Zip__________________ 

Telephone No.____________________ Email____________________ 

Clip form/Mail to/Payable to: 

Skagit Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 1101 
Mount Vernon, WA 98273-1101 

 Please do not share my personal information with National Audubon Society. (It is the policy of 
SAS not to share information with any other groups.) 

Using the form below to initially join the National Audubon Society will ensure that the  
Skagit Audubon chapter receives a cost share to support local programs. 
National Audubon Society Membership Form 

Annual membership to the National Audubon Society includes a subscription to Audubon magazine. 
Membership includes all members of your household. 

$20 for one-year introductory membership with one chapter affiliation   

Name____________________________________________________ 

Address__________________________________________________ 

City/State___________________________ Zip___________________ 

Telephone No.____________________ 

Clip form/Mail to/Payable to: 

National Audubon Society 
Chapter Membership Data Center Y21 
P.O. Box 422246-2246 
Palm Coast, FL  32142 
www.audubon.org 

 
For members receiving a paper copy of The Skagit Flyer, the mailing label includes 
your membership expiration date in the upper right corner. If that date is highlighted in 
orange it is a reminder that your membership is about to or has expired. All other 
members will receive an email notice when their membership is about to expire. The 
Skagit Flyer is published monthly from September through June. Unsolicited material 
for the next month's Flyer should be sent to the editor by the third Saturday of the 
current month. For questions or problems about your Skagit Flyer subscription, contact  
membership chair: Sheila Pera, skagitmembers@gmail.co 

mailto:runningspring3305@yahoo.com
mailto:wendy-walk@comcast.net
mailto:bctm@fidalgo.net
mailto:bctm@fidalgo.net
mailto:jeanash66@gmail.com
mailto:libbymills@gmail.com
mailto:jdmelcher@comcast.net
mailto:skagitmembers@gmail.com
mailto:jackieaboss@yahoo.com
mailto:craner2@frontier.com
mailto:pidolph@frontier.com
mailto:annebobkuntz@gmail.com
mailto:irene.perry@yahoo.com
mailto:ppritzl@frontier.com
mailto:neolsen@wavecable.com
mailto:skagitaudubon@gmail.com
http://www.audubon.org/states/wa/
http://www.audubon.org/
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PRESIDENT’S APRIL MESSAGE                                    By Phil Wright 
 

On behalf of Skagit Audubon, I was honored to receive Skagit Land Trust’s 2014 Development Award at their 
Annual Members’ Meeting in Mount Vernon on March 28.  The award was given to our chapter in recognition 
of many years of financial and volunteer support. Most recently, we made a contribution that helped the Land 
Trust apply for a grant to purchase the Bell Property which is an important 16-acre addition to their Barney 
Lake Conservation Area east of Mount Vernon. The Trust was successful because with our contribution it could 
demonstrate support from local organizations.  Skagit Land Trust’s work corresponds nicely with Audubon’s 
mission of conserving and restoring natural ecosystems, focusing on birds, other wildlife, and their habitats.  
Many of our members also volunteer for Skagit Land Trust by serving as board members, land stewards and 
event volunteers.   
 
Those of you who are new to Skagit Audubon may not know that our leaders founded the Skagit Land Trust in 
1992 when they were offered a gift of land that they knew Skagit Audubon was unable to receive.  One of the 
founders was Keith Wiggers.  Many of you know Keith and Jan as outstanding field trip leaders.  
 
The second annual Regional Meeting of Audubon Washington was again held at Padilla Bay in late March.  In 
addition to Skagit Audubon this group includes North Cascades, Whidbey, San Juan Islands and Pilchuck 
Audubon chapters, and several members of our board attended.  I particularly enjoyed hearing about the 
educational activities of each chapter.   There were also chapter reports on conservation issues and we discussed 
prospects for collaboration around points of common interest and involvement.    
 
Gail Gatton, Executive Director of Audubon Washington, spoke about a proposed strategy being developed for 
the National Audubon Society’s Bird Friendly Communities campaign.  Also in attendance was Art Wang, 
current Vice President of Tacoma Audubon, who will represent Alaska, Washington and Oregon when he 
becomes a board member of the National Audubon Society in 2015. He has an impressive background, 
including 14 years as an elected State Representative and as a Judge on the Washington Court of Appeals.   
 
As you can see, it’s a pleasure to associate with such impressive and like-minded individuals and organizations. 
 

SKAGIT AUDUBON MAY CONSERVATION REPORT 

By TIM MANNS, CONSERVATION CHAIR 
 

Fewer fish mean fewer marine birds. Two years ago National Audubon issued its Strategic Plan 2012-2015 
laying out broad conservation themes within a flyway-based geographical approach.  Among other things, the 
plan has led to significant improvements in communication among state Audubon groups and chapters. Here in 
Washington, the decision was made to focus the largest conservation efforts on marine birds first, given their 
significance in the Pacific Flyway.  Dr. Trina Bayard, Director of Bird Conservation for Audubon Washington, 
has drafted a plan very relevant to Skagit Audubon titled Audubon Washington Coastal Campaign: Marine 
Birds and Fish. The Fish in the title are forage fish, little ones comprising the main diet of many seabirds and 
certain waterfowl species wintering in Puget Sound and the nearby bays and straits. Some of these birds, such as 
pigeon guillemots, live here year-round.  Studies show many marine bird populations are declining, and a 
parallel decline in forage fish may be one reason. The proposed Audubon campaign would support more 
research into the status of forage fish populations and their sufficiency for the dietary needs of bird populations. 
We know places in Skagit County such as Fidalgo Bay Aquatic Reserve are important spawning areas for three 
principal forage fish: Pacific herring, surf smelt, and Pacific sand lance. We also know that armoring shorelines 
around much of Puget Sound and the bays has deprived beaches of replenishment from feeder bluffs with 
resulting loss of conditions that smelt and sand lance need to spawn. And we know that removal of shade trees 
from shoreline areas dries and kills the eggs of these fish. Audubon’s proposed campaign includes public  
 
Conservation Report continues on page 4 
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Conservation Report continued from page 3 
 

education about shoreline management with ways home owners can help marine birds by helping forage fish.  
As a start on this campaign, Audubon Washington has drafted comment letters to federal and state agencies now 
working on regulating forage fish harvest. Skagit Audubon is adding its support. 
 

To better address conservation issues relevant to Audubon, I’d like to gather email addresses of members 
interested in being alerted to opportunities to comment. I’m also recruiting members to form a Conservation 
Committee to help develop our chapter’s response to issues. Please contact me if you are interested in either or 
both of these: Tim Manns at bctm@fidalgo.net
 

SKAGIT AUDUBON FIELD NOTES                                              By PAM PRITZL 
 

This column reports submitted sightings. Any rare 
sightings should be accompanied by detailed written 
documentation and if possible a photograph. A second 
person to verify rare sightings is extremely helpful. Do 
not hesitate to call any observer to help document 
unusual sightings. Also do not hesitate to call if you 
need clarification on locations. 
Please submit your sightings to Pam Pritzl 
ppritzl@frontier.com or 360-387-7024. 
 

WATERFOWL 
Cinnamon Teal 1 at Skagit Game Range on 3-25 (JB, 
MB) 
Canvasback 1 at Judy Reservoir on 3-15 (GB) 
Ring-necked Duck 2 females on Little Beaver Lake 
near Anacortes on 3-28 (CT) 
Black Scoter 1 drake at March Point on 3-31 (GB) 
Greater White-fronted Goose, 100+ flying north, just west 
of Mount Vernon on 4-18 (BC) 
 

GALLINACEOUS BIRDS 
Ruffed Grouse 1 at Bacon Creek on 4-13 (GB) 
Sooty Grouse 1 at Bacon Creek on 4-13 (GB) 
 

LOONS 
Yellow-billed Loon 1 at Samish Public Beach on 4-13 
(GB) 
 

HERONS 
Green Heron back at inner city Gages Slough in 
Burlington during sighting period (PLE) 
 

VULTURES 
Turkey Vulture 1 in Sedro-Woolley on 3-21 (GB); 1 at 
Deception Pass SP on 3-23 (RH) 
 

RAPTORS  
Osprey 1 at Lake Erie on 4-6 (GB) 
Merlin 1 in Lincoln Hill neighborhood, Mount Vernon, 
throughout period (TM) 
Peregrine Falcon 1 at Barney Lake on 4-14 (TM) 
 

SHOREBIRDS 
Greater Yellowlegs 65 at the Skagit Game Range on 3-
31 (GB) 
Least Sandpiper 50+ on west side March Point on 4-8 
(JB, MB) 
 

 

 
GULLS 
Bonaparte's Gull 140 at Samish Island Public  
Beach on 3-23 (GB) 
California Gull 4 at Cockreham Island on 3-29 (GB) 
 

TERNS 
Caspian Tern 2 at March Point on 3-31 (GB) 
 

OWLS 
Northern Pygmy-Owl 1 at Caskey Lake on 3-31 (GB) 
 

SWIFTS 
Vaux’s Swift 5 at Old Northern State Hospital on 4-12 
(TM) 
 

HUMMINGBIRDS 
Anna's Hummingbird 1 at Beaver Lake on 3-31 (GB) 
 

VIREOS 
Hutton's Vireo 2 on Sauk Mountain on 4-1 (GB) 
 

SWALLOWS 
Northern Rough-winged Swallow 1 at Corkindale on 
4-4 (GB) 
Cliff Swallow 1 at Beaver Lake on 3-23 (GB) 

Barn Swallow 1 at West Edison on 4-13 (GB); 1 at 
Cama Beach SP on 4-16 (PP) 
 

THRUSHES 
Townsend's Solitaire 1 at Corkindale on 3-30 and 1 on 
4-13 (GB); 1 near Hillcrest Park on 4-15 (BC, TM) 
Hermit Thrush 1 in Burlington yard during sighting 
period (PLE) 
 

WARBLERS 
Orange-crowned Warbler  1 on Cockreham Island on 
3-29 (GB) 

 

SPARROWS 
White-crowned Sparrow  2 seen earlier this month in 
Burlington yard (PLE) 
Golden-crowned Sparrow 2 pair regularly seen this 
month in Burlington yard (PLE) 
 

 

(JB) Joan Bird; (MB) Mitch Blanton; (GB) Gary 
Bletsch; (BC) Brenda Cunningham; (PLE) Pat & Larry 
Edwards; (RH) Ramona Hammerly; (TM) Tim Manns; 
(PP) Pam Pritzl;  (CT) Charles Talman  

mailto:bctm@fidalgo.net
mailto:ppritzl@frontier.com
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SKAGIT AUDUBON HIKING       MAY 2014        BY JOAN MELCHER 
 

Hikes in May will take us from the foothills of the Cascades to the salt water. As usual, weather, logging, construction or 

other unexpected conditions might cause changes or cancellations in the following hikes. If you have questions or want 
information on any of the hikes, call JOAN MELCHER, 360-424-0407, or e-mail jdmelcher@comcast.net.  
All the hikes are on a Wednesday. Dogs are discouraged on Audubon-sponsored hikes. If dogs are on a hike, 
they must be on a leash at all times.                
 *Starred hikes require a Washington State Discover Pass for parking your vehicle. 

 

*WED. – MAY 7 – LOST LAKE TRAIL  

Hike to a mirror lake in a rock trench on Chuckanut 
Mountain. Both options below will utilize a new trail 
connecting the Cyrus Gates Overlook with the Lost Lake 
Trail in the trench below.   

Option I is a STRENUOUS 10 mile hike with an 
elevation gain of 2,400 feet. For Option I (strenuous) 
meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Lost Lake parking lot (formerly 
known as the Clayton Beach lot) at the south end of 
Larrabee State Park off Chuckanut Drive.  Return time 
for this hike will be 3 p.m.   

Option II is a much less strenuous 7 mile hike with 
several hundred feet of elevation gain.   

For Option II meet at 9 a.m. at the North Chuckanut 
parking lot located on the east side of Chuckanut Drive 
between the Old Samish Highway and California Street.  
This is about milepost 18.5. Option II hikers will pool 
rides and drive to the Cyrus Gates Overlook where the 
hike will begin. Return time to the North Chuckanut 
parking lot will be at 2 p.m.  Drivers will need to be 
shuttled back to the Cyrus  Gates Overlook. 

*Discover Pass REQUIRED for those parking in  
Larrabee State Park. 

Discover Pass NOT REQUIRED for those parking 

in the North Chuckanut parking lot. 
 

*WED.  – MAY  14 – WALLACE FALLS 
This hike travels through forest and near spectacular 
waterfalls north of Gold Bar along the Stevens Pass 
Highway. Meet at 8 a.m. in the S.E. corner of the 
Mount Vernon Safeway parking lot. Seattle/Snohomish 
County/Camano Island hikers can go directly to 
trailhead. Car pool according to the option you choose 
below:     
OPTION 1: This hike is up to a seven mile loop, 
including a 1,400 foot elevation gain to the top falls.  
The return time is 2 p.m.  
OPTION  2:  This hike is a 9.8 mile to 14  mile loop, 
with an 1,800 foot elevation gain to Wallace Lake. 
The return time is 3:30 p.m..  
*Washington State Discover pass required to park at 

Wallace Falls State Park. 
 

WED.  – MAY 21 – OYSTER DOME 
This hike is to the Oyster Dome on Blanchard Mountain. 
OPTION 1:   Begin and end at the Pacific Northwest 

Trail T.H. on Chuckanut Drive near mile post 10. The 
hike is 9 miles, with a 2,000 foot elevation gain. Meet at 
9 a.m. at this location. Hikers need to download the 
map and instructions from the SWITMO web site, 
SWITMO.org. Go to the “Great Hikes” page and under 
“Skagit County hikes” click on “Blanchard, Oyster 
Dome from Chuckanut Drive and back”. If you wish, 
you may meet Joan Melcher at the Chuckanut Park-n-
Ride by 8:30 a.m. to get a map and instructions. At 2:30 
p.m. return to T.H.   
*OPTION 2:  Begin and end the hike at the Samish 
Overlook. It is a 6.0 to 7.4 mile hike, with a 900 foot 
elevation gain. At 2:00 p.m. return to T.H. There are 
opportunities for side trips to North Butte, Lily Lake, 
and Lizard Lake.  Meet at 8:30 a.m. at the Chuckanut 
Drive Park-n-Ride, exit 231 from I-5 on the east side of 
I-5. 

*Washington State Discover Pass required at the 
Samish Overlook. 

 

*WED.  – MAY – 28 EBEY’S LANDING and  

THE KETTLES at FORT EBEY STATE PARK 
Today’s hike will be done in two sections. Each car of 
hikers will be its own group so plan on riding with 
others who will do the same hikes you do.  The first hike 
will be a 3.6 mile loop hike up the bluff, down to the 
beach, and back to the cars. There is a low tide of about -
1.5  feet about 10:30 a.m.  One can add 2 miles to this 
hike by walking to the cemetery and back.  The next 
hike will be a self-guided hike on the Kettles trails near 
Fort Ebey State Park. Miles hiked here depend on the 
individual. There should be wild rhododendrons in 
bloom. Meet at 9 a.m. at the March Point Park-n-Ride. 
(At the stop light at the intersection of HWY 20 and the 
Christianson and March Point Roads, turn RIGHT and 
then an immediate RIGHT turn onto the frontage road 
and soon turn LEFT into the Park-n-Ride.) OR  meet at 
Ebey’s Landing at 9:45 a.m. *Discover Pass required  

at Fort Ebey State Park & Ebey Landing parking lot. 
 

WED.  – JUNE 4 – ORCAS ISLAND 
This is a hike of 8 or more miles, with up to a 1,600 foot 
elevation gain. Several hike options will be available in 
Moran State Park. Return on the 5:15 p.m. ferry or the  
later 7:50 p.m. ferry, if you wish to have dinner in 
 
Hikes continue on page 6 



 

May 2014     6 

Hikes continue from page 5 
 

 

Eastsound. Meet at 6:30 a.m. at the March Point Park-n-Ride. (At the stop light at the intersection of HWY 20 and the 
Christianson and March Point Roads, turn RIGHT and then an immediate RIGHT turn onto the frontage road and soon 
turn LEFT into the Park-n-Ride.)  
We will take the 7:35 a.m. sailing from Anacortes to Orcas Island. No “ferry walk-ons” as we will need cars on the island. 
Ferry fare is required.             A Washington State Discover Pass is required to park in Moran State Park! 

 

Field Trips continued from page 1 
 

the morning chorus as new arrivals move through 
the valley daily. Meet at the Sedro-Woolley Food 
Pavilion parking lot (where SR 20 meets Highway 9 
southbound) early enough to leave at 7:30 a.m. for 
birding areas between Minkler Flats, Cockreham 
Island and ending in Rasar State Park.  
Leader Gary Bletsch:  garybletsch@yahoo.com 
  Discover Pass required for Rasar State Park! 
 

Saturday, May 17 
Butler Flats 
7:30 a.m. to noon (or later) 
Meet at Cook Rd. and Old 99 N Park & Ride (NOT 
the newer Chuckanut Park & Ride) for a morning of 
birding the Butler Flats environs. Bring a lunch in 
case the day is nice and you want to stay out longer. 
Leaders: Keith & Jan Wiggers  360-540-3464 
 

Thursday, May 22 
Guemes Mountain, Spring Birds, & Wildflowers 
7:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
 

 
Meet at the Guemes Ferry parking area on K 
Avenue off 6th Street in Anacortes for carpooling to  
Guemes Island. We will catch the 8:30 a.m. ferry, 
drive to the Guemes Mountain trailhead and do the  
2.3 mile round-trip hike at a leisurely pace. The 
route climbs 550 feet in elevation to the island’s 
high point at 688 feet where the Skagit Land Trust 
owns 70 acres. With nice weather, the views are 
panoramic. We’ll look and listen for forest birds in 
the Douglas-fir and western red-cedar forest lower 
on the mountain and some different species in the 
red alder stands further up. There will probably be 
wildflowers in bloom and yet another set of bird 
species on the grassy summit. If time permits, we 
may also visit other places on Guemes. Bring: 
Lunch and water. Wear good walking shoes or 
boots and clothing appropriate for the forecast. Help 
your driver with the ferry fare or travel as a walk-on 
passenger. 
Leader: Tim Manns 360-336-8753 or 
bctm@fidalgo.net 

 

Thursday, May 29 to Sunday, June 1 
 

Multi-day Okanogan, WA Field Trip 
You may attend the full trip, arrive a day late or leave a day early! 

 

Lodging and food arranged on your own. 
Website Searches: “Conconully State Park” or “Conconully, Washington hotels” 

Much of the state park is first come first served, so arriving on Thursday is wise. 
14 have signed on for this field trip. 

Unless there are unforeseen, unpredictable events, this trip is a GO! 
 

OKANOGAN FIELD TRIP ITINERARY: 
Thurs., May 29

th
 ~ Meet late in the day or evening at Conconully State Park Campground, Washington. 

 

Fri., May 30
th

 ~ Begin early for a full day of exploring the Sinlahekin Wildlife Area.Discover Pass required! 
 

Sat., May 31
st
 ~ Explore eastern uplands of the Okanogan River and Tonasket, toward the northern highlands. 

Great birds are found in both areas as well as some interesting very small towns along the way. 
 

Sun., June 1 we will break up. People can stay longer or start the trip home on their own. 
 

For Questions or Field Trip Registration, email Phil and Libby ASAP. 
Libby Mills: libbymills@gmail.com      AND     Phil Wright: plwright@comcast.net 

 

mailto:garybletsch@yahoo.com
mailto:bctm@fidalgo.net
mailto:libbymills@gmail.com
mailto:plwright@comcast.net
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“ISLAND GIRL UPDATE” 
Date: Sun, 20 Apr 2014 14:01:11 -0700 
From: Bud Anderson <falconresearch@gmail.com> 
Subject: [Tweeters] Tracking "Island Girl" North for Her Sixth Satellite Migration (!) 

 
This remarkable peregrine, Island Girl, that we tagged in Chile six years ago, has just begun another northbound 
migration towards her nest on Baffin Island, Canada. We now have five complete years of data on her transcontinental 
movements and are hoping for more. 
 
She left her wintering area on the coast of Chile (same location every year) a couple of days ago and, as usual, you 
can see her current position based on our three signals per day via the FRG website at  

www.frg.org 
 
Pretty sure that this is a record for a satellite-tagged peregrine. Amazed that her GPS solar powered transmitter from 
Microwave Telemetry has lasted for so long. 
 
And for all of you that have contributed to this project thanks again 
This would not be happening without you guys. 
 
Enjoy, Bud Anderson 
Falcon Research Group, Box 248, Bow, WA 98232, (360) 757-1911 ; falconresearch@gmail.com 
****************************************************************************************************************************** 

From: Skagit Flyer, Vol. 31 No.3, March 2012 

Tracking a Peregrine Falcon Between the Arctic and Chile: 
A Project of the Falcon Research Group 

From the Falcon Research Group Blog by Bud Anderson: http://frgroup.frg.org/ 
 

“Island Girl” Begins Her Third GPS Migration South 
 

20 Sept. 2011 After spending her summer on Baffin Island, “Island Girl” has started her 
southbound migration towards Chile. 
 

This will be her third trip south wearing a backpack GPS satellite transmitter. She was 
originally captured and tagged by Kathy Gunther and Bud Anderson at the Putu dune field 
of southern Chile on 15 March 2009. She also went through the 2010 earthquake with us in 
Chile. 
 

She appears to have a really precise internal clock as she has departed Baffin on either the 
20th or 21st of September each time, a rough departure period of about 24 hours, and very near the fall equinox 
(September 23). 

 

01 Oct. 2011: So “Island Girl” is making her way out over the Gulf right now. Sounds like the weather could be much 
better. Headwinds that strong (15-20 knots) are very difficult to overcome. 
 

03 Oct. 2011: Frankly, I am relieved to report that “Island Girl” is definitely heading for the Texas coast. She is very 
likely flying south towards Padre Island as I write this blog. “Island Girl” continued to follow the coast south to 
Brownsville and crossed into Mexico there. She looks to have flown over Matamoros, Mexico. 
 

13 Oct. 2011: On her 24th day of migration this fall, “Island Girl” flew about 90 miles (145 km) across Honduras. An 
interesting aspect of her behavior is the variation in her route. It is different from her previous 2 fall migrations. 
 

30 Oct. 2011: She roosted at 5,200 feet in elevation (1,505 meters) on the lower slopes of an active Andean strato-
volcano, Volcan Galero (14,028 feet). This is the most active volcano in Colombia, having erupted just last year. 
 

“Island Girl” Returns Home-Safely Completes her Third GPS Migration 
 

12 Nov. 2011: So after 53 days of migration, crossing through twelve countries (Canada, US, Mexico, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama, Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Chile) and two hemispheres, and flying at least 
8,628 miles (13,885 km), “Island Girl” has completed her migration. 
 

mailto:falconresearch@gmail.com
http://www.frg.org/
mailto:falconresearch@gmail.com
http://frgroup.frg.org/
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May 2014 Calendar 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thur Fri Sat 

Apr. 27 
 

Apr. 28 
 

Apr. 29     
 

 
 

Apr. 30   Hiking: 
Lily Lizard Lakes 

Loop 

1 2 3   Field Trip:  
Minkler Flats, 

Cockreham Island, 
& Rasar Park 

4 5 6  SAS Board 
Meeting: 7:00 PM 
 

7     Hiking:  
Lost Lake Trail 

 

8 
 

9 
 

10    Deadline SAS  
  June – August 

Flyer 
 
 

11 12 13  General 
Meeting: Social 

7:00 PM/ Meeting 
7:30 PM 

14   Hiking: 
Wallace Falls 

15 
 

16 
 

17   Field Trip: 
Butler Flats 

 

18  
 

19 20 21      Hiking: 
Oyster Dome 

 
 

22 Field Trip: 
Guemes Mountain 

23 24   
 

 25     

 June 1: Last Day  
Okanogan 

Multi-day Field 
Trip 

 26   
 

27 28  Hiking: Ebey’s 
Landing, Kettles, 

Ft. Ebey State Park 

June 4      Hiking: 
Orcas Island 

29  Field Trip: 
May 29 ~ June 1  

Okanogan  
Multi-day Field 

Trip 

30  Field Trip: 
May 29 ~ June 1  

Okanogan  
Multi-day Field 

Trip 

31   Field Trip: 
May 29 ~ June 1  

Okanogan  
Multi-day Field 

Trip 

Visit the Skagit Audubon Society Website at www.skagitaudubon.org     The Skagit Flyer is printed on recycled paper 

http://www.skagitaudubon.org/

